HOMEWORK POLICY
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· Each classroom teacher will develop a Classroom Homework Policy that is consistent with Education Department and school policies.

· Teachers will communicate the policy to students and parents.

1 Policy:

· Homework must only be used to help in the achievement of learning outcomes.

· Homework must form part of a developmental learning program that 

· meets individual students’ needs

· supports the student’s independence as a learner

· clearly relates to the learning and teaching program

· supports current classroom practice and pedagogy

· where appropriate, is set in collaboration with students

· When setting a classroom Homework Policy, teachers must take into account

· the level of parental assistance required and, where appropriate, include guidelines as to how parents can support and assist their child

· the availability of resources 

· reasonable timeframes that allow flexibility for family and recreational pursuits

· Homework must not be used as a form of punishment.
· Homework must be marked, where appropriate.
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Implementation:

Junior Primary

Home reading program: Teachers may request that children practise reading at home on a regular basis, with reading texts that have been supported by classroom instruction.  

Introducing other homework: Teachers may gradually introduce homework other than reading to help consolidate literacy and number skills; this may include recall of high frequency/ sight words, spelling words, and basic number facts and processes that have been a focus of classroom instruction.  

Teachers may ask students to work on a task at home that has been started in class, such as writing a final copy from a corrected draft, organising and presenting information to a given and familiar structure, or similar tasks that strengthen or revise specific skills.

· Homework of this nature must be gradually introduced during the junior primary years, and be fully supported by classroom instruction.

· Teachers must take into account a balance of educational, recreational and family needs with some flexibility in timeframes.

Homework Frequency: 5 - 15 minutes three or four times per week may be expected in the junior primary years.  Parents are encouraged to regularly read to and with their children for pleasure and recreation.

Middle and Upper Primary

Home Reading Program: Teachers may continue a formal Home Reading Program in the middle and senior primary years.  However, particularly with older students, home reading may increasingly be directed towards content tasks in other curriculum areas. Continued reading development is sustained by reinforcing skills through a broad range of activities. 

· These tasks must be supported by classroom instruction, discussion, and where appropriate, set in collaboration with the students.

Other Homework: Teachers may ask children to practice essential skills, such as basic mathematical facts and processes, spelling and other writing conventions, locating, evaluating, organising and presenting information, or similar tasks that revise or strengthen specific skills.

· These tasks must also be supported by classroom instruction, discussion and where appropriate, set in collaboration with the students.  

· Resources must be readily available.

· Tasks must be structured to avoid dependence on unreasonable levels of parental assistance.

· Examples or explanation of structures, methods or criteria may be beneficial.

Homework Frequency: 15-30 minutes three or four times per week may be expected in middle and upper primary years.  Teachers must take into account a balance of educational, recreational and family needs by allowing some flexibility in timeframes.
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